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The United States Constitution is “a covenant 
with death, and an agreement with hell.” 


[ar “ What order of men under the most absolute of 
monarchies, or the most aristocratic of republics, was ever 
invested with such an odious and unjust privilege as that 
of the separate and exclusive representation of less than 
half a million owners of slaves, in the Hall of this House, 
in the chair of the Senate, and in the Presidential man- 
sion? This investment of power in the owners of one 
species of property concentrated in the highest authoritics 
of the nation, and disseminated through thirteen of the 
twenty-six States of the Union, constitutes a privileged 
order of men in the community, more adverse to the rights 
of all, and more pernicious to the interests of the whole, 
than any order of nobility ever known. To call govern- 
ment thus constftuted a Democracy is to insult the under- 
| standing of mankind. . . . It is doubly tainted with the 
| infection of riches and of slavery. There is no name in 
| the language of national jurisprudence that can define it— 

no model in the records of ancient history, or in the politi- 
| eal theories of Aristotle, with which it can be likened. It 
| was introduced into the Constitution of the United States 
| by an equivocation—a representation of property under the 
| name of persons, Little did the members of the Conven- 
| tion from the Free States imagine or foresee what a sacri- 
fice to Moloch was hidden under the mask of this conces- 
sion.”—Joun Quincy ADAMS. 
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Refuge of Oppression. 


PPHRAIM AND JUDAH RECONCILED, 


from a Sermon Preached in the First Con- | 
Church in Lynn, on occasion of the | 


i Fast, Jan, 4, 1861. 








BY REV. PARSONS COOKE, D. D. 

NORTHERN OFFENCES. 

1+ ys endeavor, for the time, to keep passion and | 

ogtment iD abeyance, while we candidly consider | 

the offences against the Union, which have 

ouunitted at the North. 

to our Southern countrymen requires us | 

in the first place, that they have suffered a} 

ind provoking annoyance Srom Ultraists | 

vy us, whose declared purpose has been a dis- | 

m of the Union. For thirty years we have 

mong us a class of people whose zeal, ac tivity, 

poise have supplied the want of numbers—who 

carried on ceaseless war, Jirst and chiefly 

the Gospel of Christ and its institutions, and 

yuinst social order and the authority of law. 

; have sought to lay in ruins the State, in order 

stray the Christianity that is in it. To unsettle 

mment in all the States, the most com- 

wnsive and sure way was to destroy the con- 

ition of the States—the arch that sustained 

whole fabric. In order to this, no scheme 

wd more than appeals to the deep-seated 

ery feeling of the North, and awakening 

into an active war with the prepossessions and 

vsts of the South. Not that they had indeed 

ha flaming benevolence towards the blacks, any 

than the French revolutionists were really 

tuated by the zeal which they pretended for the 

its of man, and the relief of the oppressed, when 

y gave them slaughter instead of oppression. So, 

other infidels he fore them have done, they put on 

y as a cloak for their sinister designs. They 

ld have it that the revolution which they pro- 

imed was to emancipate the human race from all 

ls, including Christianity, law, and slavery ; 

Wing every one to do what is right in his own 

The grand assumption of their theory has 

un, that slavery, being the sum of all villanies, 

embodiment of all wrongs, must be the foremost 

t of assault, and Christianity, and law, and other 

s, should be assailed in their subservience to 

oe hristianity, assumed to be a prop of slave ry, 

uld be ruthlessly removed for the evil which it 

weld, and civil government should give place | 

wuse it interferes with man’s freedom, and is 
fore but another form of slavery. 

On a platform so constructed, this body of pro- 

ed reformers have gone forth against slavery, 

! against our National Union, for the time of one 

whole generation. ‘The impression which they have 

le is much greater at the South than at the 

And at the North, the mischiefs which they 

e indirectly done are vastly greater than the re- 

carl which is consciously paid to their denuncia- 

{ lhe anti-slavery sentiment of the better and 

istian portion of the people has unconsciously 

vived an unhealthy tinge from an infusion of their 

Many sound and Christian men, wholly and 

estly repudiating their doctrine and purposes, 

vet had their breathing affected by the pesti- 








\ 


mors generale d from their laboratories of in- | 


“But the worst effect of these doctrines has 
n upon the Southern mind. There they have 
aught up and set forth as true samples of 
Northern feeling; and so have called forth malig- 
{ retorts upon the North, as a whole. These 
torts have begotten ill blood in the great body of 
> Northern people, that had no concern in the 
ations given; and so have the more keenly 
« wrong. 

rhis is an evil for us to deplore ; but not for us to 
‘orm. For that is impossible. ‘Tempests do not 
1 to reason; nor does fanaticism stay its fury 
‘tot regard to mischiefs done. The greater the 
i done upon our national fabric, the greater 

Youd be the triumph and the joy. 

ANTI-SLAVERY PREACHING. 

Now I proceed to say that the parent cause of 
present trouble, so far as that cause proceeds 


x the North, has been our abolition preaching. 


Vhat have to except against it here is a mode of 


attack on slavery in contrast with that of the Chris- 
political agitation, a grand electioneering theatre, 
‘urmng the forees of the Gospel perverted, into the 
ianutacture of a public opinion, hostile to institu- 
fons protected in our national covenant. 
We freely grant that if the claims of the Gospel 
ficted with national compacts, those compacts 
‘t go to the winds. So we are to show, in the 
“t place, that the Gospel does not require, but ex- 


‘iy condemns, this mode of pulpit agitation. Let 
understood, that the nations through 
Which the apes? carried the Gospel were in the | 


The Roman laws | “pmb : : “ - | 
| cover to bring in alarming corruptions of doctrine. | 


While it has been undermining the pillars of our | ness—all the terrible concomitants of civil war— 
State, and preparing the way for their present | how justly would the guilty authors and abettors of 
tottering, it has sent a blight upon interests more | this misery be visited with the maledictions of 
This is not the time | Christendom, and how bitter must be the self-re- 
ind himself ¢ = lao 4 slavehoiders. a ti But it is a fact not to be | proaches of those who neglected any part of their 
whor - EG et ee | diswuised, that serious defections have of late been | duty in arresting or averting the dire catastrophe ! 
iom existed greater abuses and abominations than| 4° : OTS o ; ; 
| developed, and vastly more exist, that are not yet as a 
wublicly known ; and that the individuals prominent | bearance, such as our religion po and the exi- 
in the doctrinal defections are generally as promi- | Zencies of our tunes demanc > 
And few of these | speedy adjustment of our difficulties possible, con- 
defections have yet been found in those opposed to | sistently with every constitutional right. Unswerv- 
such preaching. The co-operative connection be- | ng fealty to the Constitution, justly interpreted, 
tween the two could be easily shown. We could | and a prompt return to its spirit and requirements, 
easily show you the same young America working | Wherever there may have been divergence from 
with one hand to corrupt the Gospel of Christ, and | either, would seem to be the first duty of citizens 
with the other to unsettle the instifutions of our | and legislators. It is our firm, and we think intelli- 
And then, to show | gent conviction, that only a very inconsiderable 
that that abolition heresy has a sympathy with | fraction of the people of the North will hesitate in 
heresy affecting general Christian doctrine, we have | the discharge of their constitutional obligations ; 
the fact that the pulpits of those sects, farthest re- | and that whatever enactments are found to be in 
moved from the evangelical basis, have generally | conflict therewith will be annulled. And it is our 
reached the highest heats in abolition preaching, | farther belief, that an instructed and corrected pub- 
leaving the culminating point to be occupied by the | lic sentiment will constrain a stricter regard for 
From the Garrison school down, | truth and for the rights and feelings of men, on the 
there has been a descending graduation of heats of | part alike of the press and the pulpit, in the popu- 
this doctrine—they being less and less, according to | lar discussion of political and moral questions. us 
the nearness to the simple truth of the Gospel. will the more immediate causes of alienated feeling 


here be 


Wot torm slaveholding nations. 


‘pecting slavery, which then ruled"the civilized 

1, sustained a slave system with vastly more 
sor and license for abuses, than what attach to our 
uthern slavery. In whatever part of the heathen 
ld the Gospel preacher opened his message, he | 
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“a, not only did they not preach in that style, 


ey expressly forbade it. Hear Paul, in hi 


lete . 
tte 


T to Timothy: 


“Let 
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do th 
part 4Kers of the benefit. 
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» Tailing 





ten of o¢ 7 : * > 
** Corrupt minds and destitute of truth.’ 


. inom, who does not see in this passage a full and 
“ted condemnation, both of the theory and prac- 


\ apostles, and the use of the pulpit as a rostram | 


to be found here—and where, if they had inter- | 
ir mission as our anti-slavery preachers | 
saching and epistles must have bristled | 
In rea- | 
“ning with our modern anti-slavery preachers, we | 
wuld be justified in assuming that Paul, and Peter, | 
ohn, when they went forth to preach the Gos- | 
»,Were as thoroughly principled against slavery | 

ems ‘Ives, and that they were constantly pained 
‘tie spectacle of suffering, under its monstrous 


behold a wonder; in never a speech or letter 
s come down to us, do these model abolition- 
er themselyes in the style of specific de- 
Xclation of the system so common at the present 

On what page of the apostolic writings, or in 
‘ch of Christ himself, do we find a sample 


con... 88 Many servants as are under the yoke, 
~ int their own masters worthy of all honor, that the 
3 at God and his doctrine be not blasphemed. 
that have believing masters, let them not 
Mse them, because they are brethren, but rather 
*m service, because they are faithful and beloved, 
These things teach and ex- 
- any man teach otherwise, and consent not to 
Cin. me words, even the words of our Lord Jesus 
} my ae, to the doctrine which is according to god- 
» He Is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about 
strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, 
#8, evil surmisings, perverse disputings of 


tice of our modern abolition preaching? So full 
and clear is it, that thousands who have had more 
passion for anti-slavery theories, than deference to 
the authority of inspiration, have hastily assumed 


that the Bible sanctions slavery, and therefore can- | 


not have had God for its author. We agree with 


the abolition preachers, that this passage contains no | 
warrant for slaveholding, though it implies that 
But we challenge | 


some slaveholders are Christians. 
them not to blink what it does contain. Its prima 
facie proof against abolition preaching is so striking, 
that infidel abolitionists, constituting the extreme right 
of the abolition body, have made this text the fulerum 
to bear the lever with which they have expected to 
overthrow Christianity. And so successfully have 
they diffused the leaven of this spirit, that pro- 
fessedly Christian preachers now and then, as if half 
convinced of a conflict between the two, and vacil- 
lating between the Bible and abolition, blush not to 
say that they would reject the Bible, if they should 
see it to uphold slavery. 
+ * * 
But this text tells us furthermore, what would be 


* * * + 


the result of teaching the contrary'of what is here | 


enjoined—to wit, “envy, strife, railings, evil sur- 
misings perverse disputings of men of corrupt 
minds.” Now let the fault lie where it will, none 
ean deny the fact, that in close connection with 
abolition preaching, there has gone forth a world of 
just the moral chaos described by these terms. And 
all but those warmly engaged in the movement have 
ascribed these fierce and profitless contentions to the 
unscriptural urgency of abolition doctrines. If Paul, 
under the spirit of inspiration, had distinctly fore- 
seen how our abolition pulpits would be employed 
for the last twenty years, together with the bitter 
results, he could not have described the whole in 
more fitting terms. So we see, that the apostles not 
only refrained from that kind of anti-slavery preach- 
ing, but they clearly and pointedly condemned it. 
So it can no way be assumed, as it often is, that 
even if our country is perilled by the preaching, we are 
bound to preach thus, in order to Christian fidelity. 

But here I anticipate an objection, which I wall 


put in this form—* You say, that in Christian truth | 
slaveholding has no valid warrant, and that the mas- | 


ter holds his slave by usurpation. And yet you say, 
it is the duty of ministers to declare all the counsel 
of God. So, is there not an inconsistency here ?” 
In answer, let us first look at a parallel case. The 
despotism of the Roman empire was a monstrous 
wrong and usurpation, revolting to the moral principles 
of Christianity. 
duty of the Apostles to preach against it. Their 
mission to declare all the counsel of God respecting 
the way of salvation did not bind them to preach 
for a direct exposure of all political (!) wrongs, and 
implicate their embassy in a conflict with all the 
social abuses of the body politic. They had a mis- 
sion to declare all truths needful to open to the 
sinner the way of life, and also rightly to divide the 
word of truth, and select those truths to be applied 
here and there, which were most conducive to this 
end. They were not bound to utter all the truths 
of science, (!) nor all the details of moral science, 
any farther than needful, in the best manner, to 
further the work of conversion and salvation of men. 
And it seems that they judged that definitions of the 
morals of the slave system were no more to. their 





stitution of the Roman empire. 


worse here than it was when the Apostles preached. 
But this is simply contrary to historical fact. If the 
| space of this discourse would allow, we could show 
that Roman slavery involved immensely more of 
wrong and cruelty than American slavery. 
| But it is said that Christianity evaded a direct 
| attack on slavery then, because it was weak, but 
| now it is strong, and can afford to speak in bolder 





terms. Christianity weak! Nay; she then stood 
forth in the first-born of her strength, rocking the 
heathen world to its centre; because backed by the 
Holy Ghost in its omnipotence. If she then. was 
weak, when has she been strong? 
not weak enough to be restrained by fear, from 
uttering all that was in her heart. Her weakness 
did not compel her to sanction principles that she 
afte rwards would see cause to abandon. And it 





| 
| 
| 


perverse disputings, and filling the world with Jierce 


wasted by these contentions, I need not say. It 


had long ago become proverbial, that there was | tive benevolence at home and abroad. The noble 
| some mysterious element in these anti-slavery agita- |¢Xample of American Christian gt! ew and the 


| any Christian body upon which they had seized. 
| tion when we find this virtually foretold by him. 





sacred than State Constitutions. 
to give the details of this. 


nent in anti-slavery preaching. 


country, by abolition preaching. 


avowed infidel. 


8 


This is a fact to be pondered. 





scathing lines of Wurtrier? 


“ Pilate and Herod, friends ! 
Chief priests and rulers, as of old, combine ! 
Just God and holy ! is that church which lends 
Strength to the spoiler, Thine ? 


How long, 0 Lord! bow long 
Shall such a priesthood barter truth away, 
And, in Thy name, for robbery and wrong 
At Thy own altars pray! 


Their glory and their might 
Shall perish ; and their very names shall be 
ViLE BEFORE ALL THE PROPLE, in the light 
Of a World's liberty !” 








-| potence and short-sightedness of man. 


Yet it appeared to be no part of the | 


purpose, than definitions of the morals of the Con- | 


Another objection often urged is, that slavery is | 


"| ing in thus pledging the great body of the people in 


Surely she was | 


seems that she had an eye to forsee that, even in | 
these days, anti-slavery preaching would produce the | men : I sad p C 

same results as in those days, in the blasphemy of God | the part of American € hristians, would be inter- 
and his Gospel, in gendering strifes and railing and preted in all lands as evidence of the powerlessness 


| contentions without advantage. How many of our | 42 adequate basis for self-governing institutions. 
Christian congregations have been distracted and | Disunion, too, would involve the rupture of cherished 


| tions that immensely damaged the Christian spirit of | "Sng influence of our Christian civil 1 
And | Wane and react, as the life-currents of charity dry 
we have another proof that Paul spoke by inspira- | Up, and the night of our brief and brilliant day 


But I have another evil to lay at the door of this | sions ripen into fact, so that armed strife should 
preaching. It has -not only marred the spirit of | &ssay the adjustment of difficulties insoluble to rea- 
our churches and ministry, but it has served as a | Son, patriotism and religion, and thus pave the way 


fe What more befitting comment upon a lying and 
profligate discourse like the foregoing, than the following 


THE OLERGY ON THE ORISIS. 
CIRCULAR LETTER. 


| New York, Jan. 1, 1860. 

| To the Church and Laity of Christian Churches in 
the Southern States of the Union: 

We would salute you, brethren, in the spirit of 
ithe apostolic formula: “ Grace, mercy, and peace.” 
| As fellow-heirs of a kingdom that “ endureth for- 
lever,” we have common interests and relations su- 
| perior to all political bonds, furnishing the basis of 
‘fraternal intercourse, even in seasons of greatest 
| civil commotion. Faith in God would seem to be 
| the only alternative in a crisis which reveals the im- 
: It is with 
_a profound conviction of the imminence of national 
| perils, and with a deep sense of the solemnity and 
| delicacy of this humble attempt to avert them, that 
| we venture a few suggestions to our dear brethren, 
| touching some of the immediate causes of our dan- 
| ger, and the probable consequences to great moral 
| and religious interests of the “threatened disruption 


| of our civil ties. ; 
| A dispassionate view of public affairs constrains 
| the belief that a system of gross and_ persistent mts- 


| representation has had much to do with leading the 
Nation to the verge of revolution. The South has 
been slandered at the North, and the North as 
| grossly misrepresented at the South. The extreme 
sentiments or unworthy acts of individuals, and the 
| passionate utterances of inconsiderable bodies, po- 
| litical or ecclesiastical, have been heralded through 
| the land as the deliberate expression of opinion of 
| great parties, denominations or sections of country ; 
| whereas, they merely represent tlie extravagance of 
‘their authors, and should have been consigned to 
| the oblivion they merited. ‘Too much of this fratri- 
| cidal work has undeniably been done by the pulpit, 
| but far more by the press. A distinguished senator, 
|when recently asserting in his place that “ nine- 
| tenths of the complaints” as to a supposed griev- 
)ance “are unfounded,” added this deserved rebuke 
| of an unscrupulous press: “ Where there is sectional 
strife and excitement, there seems to be a prone- 
ness on the part of the newspaper press, in both 
sections, to collect and give every fact which would 
|inflame the passions and prejudices of one section 
against another. In that way, partial and [unfair 
statements are given, which make each section act 
| under an apprehension of the other.” 
If this view of the question be accepted, does it 
| not vitally affect our relations, and the duty of good 
| citizens, North and South? Do not truth, justice, 
and self-respect demand extreme deliberativu in she 
| adoption of measures for the redress of grievances, 
| which, on this hypothesis, may prove to be partly 
| unreal, and at best are greatly exaggerated? Mu- 
| tual misunderstanding has been often enough the 
| occasion of domestic or national calamity to induce 
| the utmost patience and forbearance, before irre- 
| vocable action involving the honor and the interests 
| of thirty millions of souls. 
| In our judgment, dear brethren, the time has 
|come for a more calm, discriminating investigation 
lof the causes of impending perils, and for manly, 
Christian effort, under God, to avert them. It is 
not true that intelligent, Christian patriotism has 
Tt, may 
| be disheartened or stifled, for the time, by the mis- 
guided passions of men in one locality or other; but 
jit lives and glows in millions of hearts all over the 
| land, and in them all it is loyal to the Constitution, 
| the Union, and the Bible. We should hazard noth- 


| 
| 
| 


| succumbed to fanaticism and demagogism. 


| these Northern States: we do not, will not, distrust 
ithe great body of the people in this behalf in the 
| Southern States. Why then should we not seek to 
| put an end to the existing spirit of mistrust and 
| alienation, to stay the progress of groundless re- 
| crimination, and join hands, according to the grace 
|and wisdom God may bestow, in the blessed office 
| of peace-makers for our distracted country ? 

It is our appropriate work. Besides the in- 
terests common to all citizens, we have a vital stake 
lin the perpetuation of our Federal Union on other 
| and higher grounds. The honor and prosperity of 
| Protestant Christianity are involved in the issue. 
A failure in our great experiment of self-govern- 

t, besides affording ck § proof of recreancy on 


of the only system of religion that claims to furnish 
| ecclesiastical ties, and the abandonment of codpera- 
ization, must 


| gathers gloom. And should prevalent apprehen- 


for popular infidelity, Sabbath-breaking, licentious- 


We cannot doubt that a spirit of candor and for- 


would render the 


| be suppressed, and the healing touch of time, the 
iseasonable exertions of patriotic men, the pe 
inspiring influence of religion, the spirit of fervent 
prayer, and the favoring providence and grace 
\the Triune God, will cement anew the bonds that 
unite the North and the South, the East and the 
West, in one thrice-blessed American brotherhood. 
To this end, dear brethren, and for the sake of 
those spiritual gifts so imperatively needed by our 
American Zion, let us unceasingly implore the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit on the rulers and people 
of these United States. 
Garpner Sperixe, Pastor of Brick Presb. church, 
New York. 
W. W. Putctirs, Pastor of First Presb. church, 








New York. 


wt 

GronrGr. Potts, University-place Presb. church, 
New York. 

J. McE.roy, Fourteenth-street Presb. church, 
New York. 

Joun M. Kress, Rutgers-street Presb. church, 
New York. 

Cuarces P. McItvarxe, Bishop of the Prot. 
Epis. church in Ohio, Cincinnati. 

G. T. Bepett, Assistant-Bishop, Gambier, Ohio. 

Francis L. Hawkes, Rector of Calvary Prot. 
Epis. church, New York. 

Tuomas Hovusr Taytor, Rector of Grace Prot. 
Epis. church, New York. 

Wittiam F. MoreGan, Rector of St. Thomas 
Prot. Epis. church, New York. 

Joun Corton Situ, Rector of Church of the 
Ascension, New York. 

Ii. Dyer, Secretary Evangelical Knowledge So- 
ciety, New York. 

N. Banas, Methodist Epis. church, New York. 

J. P. Dursry, Methodist Epis. church, New York. 

Joseru Ho tpicn, Secretary American Bible So- 
ciety, New York. 

Anet Stevens, Methodist Epis. church, New 
York. 

Epwarp Larnror, Pastor of Baptist Taberna- 
cle, New York. 

A. E. Giutverre, Pastor of Calvary Baptist 
church, New York. 

Tuomas De Wirt, Senior Pastor of Collegiate 
Ref. Dutch church, New York. 

Grorce W. Betuune, Pastor of Twenty-first 
street Ref. Dutch church, New York. 

Isaac Ferris, Chancellor of New York Uni- 
versity. 

Tuomas H. Skryner, Union Theol. Seminary, 
New York. 

Joret Parker, Fourth avenue Presb. church, 
New York. 

N. Murray, Pastor of First Presb. church, Eliza- 
beth, New Jersey. 

Davip Maare, Pastor of Second Presb. church, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 

Cuartes Hopgr, Theol. Seminary, Princeton, 
New Jersey. 

ALEXANDER T. McGut1,Theol. Seminary,Prince- 
ton, New Jersey. 

Joun MAc Lean, President Nassau Hall College, 
Princeton, New Jersey. 

Henry A. BoarpMAN, Philadelphia. 

Cuartes Wapsworta, Philadelphia. 

Cuarter W. Surevps, Philadelphia. 

Wa. P. Breep, Philadelphia. 

Rogert Warts, Philadelphia. 

James M. Crowe t, Philadelphia. 

JOSEPH H. JONES, Philadelphia. 














Selections, 


The Select Committee of Thirty-Three, to whom 
was referred so much of the President’s message as re- 
iates to the present perilous condition of the country, 
made a degrading and villanous (majority) report to 
the U. S. House of Representatives, last week, through 
its chairman, Mr. Corwin, of Ohio. The following is 
the report of the Hon. Charles Francis Adams, submit- 
ting the following reasons for his disagreement with 
the action of the Committee :— 


The subscriber has labored earnestly in the com- 
snittee to make himself master of the causes of the 
present discontent. So far as they were divulged 
there, they may be comprised under thret heads : 
ist, The Personal Liberty Laws in some of the free 
States; 2d, Exclusion trom the Territories; 3d, 
The saprnses of some future danger to the rights 
of the slave States from the adoption of constitution- 
al amendments interfering with them. Without 
‘oining in the belief that there are very serious 
vrounds for this uneasiness, the subscriber 1s too well 
convinced of its existence not to be disposed to ap- 
ply any reasonable remedy to quiet it. He was, 
therefore, for this reason, induced to give his concur- 
rence, at first, in several of the measures reported 
by the committee. He did so under a conviction 
that they contained the only reasonable as well as 
practicable adjustment of the differences unhappily 
existing in the country, without the sacrifice of prin- 
ciple on either side, that has thus far come within 
his observation. And although not entirely approv- 
ing of them in the abstract, he was ready to give his 
co-operation in adopting them if there was good rea- 
son to suppose that they would effect the object 
aimed at. He endeavored to act in good faith, and 
with a view to tue restoration of the kindly relations 
between the opposite sections of the country, which | 
seem to be so rudely threatened. That this spirit 
has been fairly reciprocated by a portion of the Rep- 
resentatives of the aggrieved States, he takes great 
pleasure in acknowledging. Had that portion con- 
stituted only a bare majority of the whole number, 
he would still have pledged all the limited aid in his 
power to unite with them. But the fact is wholly 
otherwise. While three States have refused to be 
represented at all, seven more—making ten out of 
fifteen—have decided to reject the conclusions ar- 
rived at by the committee. | 

This fact_alone would seem to render all prospect 
of a general adjustment very dim. And when it 
appeared, on the other hand, that a number of the 
representatives of the free States were equally dis- 
inclined to accept them, what hope was left of any 
advantageous result from perseverance ? 

Another significant incident happened, which put 
an end to all further doubt in the mind of the sub- 
scriber, because it convinced him that even if all the 
measures recommended could be adopted, the adjust- 
ment anticipated would be as far off as ever; that 
the causes of the difference are but superficially 
touched in the alleged grievances which have en- 
‘Prossed the attention of the Committee; and that 
the true source of discord lies altogether too deep for 
the plummet of Congressional legislation. 

_By reference to the journal of the Committee, it 
will appear that on Friday, the 11th of January, a 
resolution was offered by the subscriber in direct re- 
sponse to one portion of the President’s message, 
specifically referred to the consideration of this Com- 
— 4s finally amended, it was in the following 
words :— 


Resolved, That peaceful acquiescence in the election 
of a Chief Magistrate, accomplished in accordance 
with every legal and constitutional requirement, is a 
high and imperative duty of every good citizen of the 
United States. 

Great was the surprise of the mover on perceivi 
that the poms of this indlapatable proses 
tion, in his belief, of vital moment to the permanence 
of any Republic founded on the consent of men, was 
met by hesitation on the part of several members. 
The President, in his annual message, had distinctly 
aflirmed the same thing in another form of . 
No reason seemed to exist why the Committee should 
not, by responding unanimously to his sentiment, aid 





in giving to the country confidence in the belief that 


the discontents existing in some quarters were mere- 
ly such as a conciliatory policy might remove. In- 
stead of this, a written paper was presented by seven 
members, assigning reasons for their refusal to record 
their votes at all. The substance of that paper is 
found recorded in the journal. It alleges that vot- 
ing upon such a declaration would, in the opinion of 
the signers, do more harm than good. Why it would 
have that effect, it does not explain. If the proposi- 
tion be true, and if there exists no intention in any 
quarter to deny its truth, either by word or act, 
surely it could do neither harm nor good to vote for 
it. It would fall powerless like any accepted truism 
of society. It is only in the alternative, when some 
portion of a community is determined at all hazards 
to act in direct contravention of it, that it can do 
harm. For it may then indeed serve to excite the 
public attention to the true nature of the issue pre- 
sented, and to embitter the animosities which radical 
differenees naturally produce. While the subscriber 
would not venture to intimate a doubt of the sineer- 
ity of the members in assigning the reasons for their 
hesitation to accept so undeniable a proposition, he 
cannot abstain from expressing his profound regret 
that their course should unavoidably raise up anxious 
doubts in the minds of great numbers of people as 
to the nature of the struggle now presented to the 
country. Is it, after all, only the election of a Presi- 
dent of the United States whom one section of the 
Union did not nominate and support, that constitutes 
the main grievance and stimulates to a dissolution of 
the Union? If it be indeed so, then is there no ne- 
cessity for organizing legislative Committees to find 
a remedy. The Constitution becomes a mere bit of 

aper, if men determine with their eyes open to vio- 
ate and annul its most fundamental provisions. 

The subscriber is yet reluctant to believe the case 
quite so desperate as this would show it. He still 
believes that much of this extreme conduct is the ef- 
fect of sudden impulse and excited passions, and that 
there is a fund of reason and loyalty at bottom, 
which may be relied upon ultimately to turn the cur- 
rent in favor of the Constitution and the enforce- 
ment of the laws; and he is encouraged in this faith 
by observing that the Representatives of some of the 
dissatisfied States cqotlaliy came forward and re- 
corded their names, as well as their reasons, for vot- 
ing in favor of the resolution. Yet, on the other 
hand, it cannot be denied that they constitute only 
a minority of the disturbed States. The majority 
stand on the record as refusing all terms of adjust- 
ment they do not dictate, and declining to commit 
themselves to the support of a principle without the 
acknowledgment of which, constitutional govern- 
ment is impossible. In this state of things, it is at 
least doubtful whether the legitimate powers of Con- 
gress, if fully exerted, would avail to reach the seat 
of the disease. 

The general conclusion to which the subscriber 
has arrived, from a close observation of the action 
of the committee, is this: That no form of adjust- 
ment will be satisfactory to the rescusant States 
which does not incorporate into the Constitution of 
the United States a recognition of the obligation to 
protect and extend slavery. On this condition, and 
on this alone, will they consent to withdraw their 
sprain to the recognition of a constitutional 
election of the Chief Magistrate. Viewing the 
matter in this light, it seems unadvisable to attempt 
to proceed a step further in the way of offering un- 
acceptable propositions. He can never give his 
consent to the terms demanded. 

For this reason it is, that, after having become 
convinced of this truth, he changed his course, and 
declined to recommend the very measures which he 
in good faith had offered. It certainly can be of no 
use to propose as an adjustment that which has no 
prospect of being received as such by the other 

arty. Hence he feels it his duty now to record 

is dissent from the action of a majority of his col- 
leagues in introducing any measures whatever for 
the consideration of the House. 


CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 


OO 


THE MARYLAND REVOLUTIONISTS TO 
BLOCK LINOOLN’S WAY. 


The Railroad Tracks to be torn up—the Senate to be 
Dispersed—A ssassination. 


Bautimore, Jan. 11, 1861. 

The atmosphere is loaded with the wildest kind 
of rumors as to the purposes of the rebels. After a 
careful sifting, I am disposed to think that the fol- 
lowing notions are actually entertained, and I wish 
to draw public attention thereto, in order that the 
people may be prepared for emergencies. 

The rebels are moving heaven and earth, or 
think they are, to overturn the government of Mary- 
land by means of a self-constituted Convention, 
which shall seize upon the sovereignty of the peo- 
ple. There is now sitting in this city a nest: of con- 
spirators for that purpose. They propose to ignore 
the Governor, and to hold a Convention without 
authority of law. The plan is to have a voluntary 
eleetion, at which none but the revolutionists will 
vote. JI am prepared to see this thing done, and I 
do not see how it can be prevented. The only anti- 
dote is for the friends of the Union to hold a similar 
election and assemble a similar Convention. 

A public man of’ some standing, and belonging to 
the revolutionary party, openly declared to-day 
that Mr. Lincoln would not be permitted to pass 
through Maryland on his way to Washington to be 
inaugurated, and that he never would be inaugurated 
in Washington! , One of the plans to keep him from 
passing over our territory is to tear up the rails of 
the three great lines of communication leading into 
Baltimore from the West and the North. It is due 
to the public and to themselves, that the Presidents 
and Directors of these roads should forthwith estab- 
lish extra watches upon the whole route within this 
State, and prevent any such movement. If the 
Legislature should ever get together, they design to 
prevent the transportation of any passengers at all 
over Maryland territory until after the 4th of March ; 
and, what is more, it is their declared purpose to 
seize upon the Capitol, in conjunction with Virginia. 
They will do more. They will assemble a Conven- 
tion that will vote us out of the Union in double- 
quick time ; and, if the Capitol can be seized, the 
revolutionists intend to declare themselves the United 
States, and proceed to invite the Free States into a 
new Confederacy, with such changes in the present 
Constitution as Mr. Breckinridge asks for! In other 
words, they will insist on devoting all future terri- 
tory acquired under the new régime, in the direc- 
tion of Mexico, to everlasting slavery. 

An effort is to be made to break up the Senate, 
when it shall proceed to count the votes on the first 
Wednesday in February. This movement does not 
seem to be abanbinsdl If it is, then the city of 
Washington is to be seized on or about the 22d or 
25th of Fi , or somewhere about that time. 
The arrangements for defence made by Gen. Scott 
and ele, eno ey eine sae of ar- 
resting this design; but much will depend u the 
convening of the ae pos soll ten 
then, if Gov. Hicks holds out, the more violent of 


'- the Legislature propose to meet without his call, 


while others are for the self-constituted Revolu- 
tionary Convention doing everything, in conjunc- 
tion with that of Virginia. Nothing can nullify the 
acts of such a Convention but the prompt assembling 
of a self-called Union one, as 1 have already inti- 
mated. 

The grand Union meeting last night was a tri- 
umphant success, and Reverdy Johnson’s great foren- 
sic speech against the constitutional right of seces- 
sion, and the heresy of this Union being a mere 
compact of sovereign States, may serve to arrest the 
tide of rebellion in Maryland. If the Federal Gov- 
ernment would only act as pee as the rebels 
do, a counter current would speedily sweep the 
traitors into oblivion; but while South Carolina is 
permitted to defy the Federal Power, it is difficult 
to prevent the spreading of the infection. “Let Ma- 
jor Anderson strike but a blow in vindication of the 
Federal sovereignty, and instantly you will see the 
border Slave States rally to the side of the Colossus. 
Let Gen. Scott be but made Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army, and a similar result will follow. We all 
feel and know, here, that had Major Anderson made 
good his threat to Gov. Pickens, without referring 
the question to his Government, all would now be 
well. People would have seen that we have, in- 
deed, a Government worthy the name of one. The 
attempts at disturbing the Union meeting last night 
were crushed out instanter. 

In certain quarters there is a statement afloat 
that five Alabamians intend to impose themselves 
upon Mr. Lincoln's suite as Republicans, and de- 
sign to accompany him on his way to Washington, 
for sinister purposes. Whether there be any truth 
in this or not, a word to the wise will be enough. 
Knowing the prejudices against the President elect, 
among the ignorant, engendered. and fanned into 
fury by the Toombses and men of their ilk, it be- 
comes the friends of the President elect to be pru- 
dent, at least. As for the President himself, he is 
the honored choice of thirty millions of people, and 
he rests secure in their protection, even though a 
portion of them may be alienated from him by mis- 
representation, but his history shows he is a man to 
go just where his duty calls him, regardless of con- 
sequences. The Nation will find him a second 
Jackson within an hour after he gets into the White 
House.—N. Y. Tribune. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE NORTHWEST. 


Some idea of the feeling of the Northwest on the 
subject of “ Secession and Mississippi Navigation‘” 
may be inferred from the following, which we take 
from the Cincinnati Gazette of Monday :— 

“ A mob has taken possession of the government 
defences near the mouth of the Mississippi River. 
Another mob is reported to have planted cannon on 
the banks of the river at Vicksburg, with the avowed 
purpose of sinking every steamboat that offers to 
pass without consenting to be overhauled and ex- 
amined. The former act is palpable treason against 
the federal government, and requires prompt atten- 
tion from the administration. The demonstrations 
at Vicksburg, as stated, have a special interest for 
the people of this city. BoTH ARE OFFENCES so 
INJURIOUS AND INSULTING TO THE WHOLE NortH- 
WEST, THAT, whatever the federal government may 
do, THEY WILL NOT BE TOLERATED BY OUR PEO- 
P E. 

it is needless to say that the Vicksburg dispatch 
referred to has created much excitement and in- 
dignation among those more imme diately interested, 
and, in fact, among all classes of our people. No 
idle threats or bravado are uttered, but no dis- 
position prevailsjto submit to any interference with 
the free navigation of the Mississippi. No rash or 
ill-advised steps will be taken, but on the first insult 
or hindrance to any boat's pursuing its customary 
and lawful business, measures will be taken to put a 
permanent stop to this insolence. 

What we have before said, we now say again : 
The Northwest will be a unit in maintaining its 
right to a free and unobstructed use of the Mis. 
sissippi River throughout its entire course. Of this, 
all intermeddlers and traitors to the Union may take 
note, and govern themselves accordingly. 

No forts of the United States Government, any- 
where upof that stream, or in its vicinity, will be 

ermitted to remain, for any length of time, in the 
ar of a belligerent enemy, foreign or domestic. 
The insurgents who have stolen possession of Forts 
Jackson, St. Philip, and Pike, will speedily be 
cleared out by the government, or by some other 
agency, not hostile to the Northwest. It is not 
likely, however, that any forces on that errand 
would choose the route by Vicksburg. Here the 
lawless proceedings referred to at that point do not 
result from any reasonable fear. They must have 





some other purpose. 
There are pi ae modes of warfare than exploding 
gunpowder or hacking with steel. ‘4 Prince 
of Orange, when his country was assailed by a 
dangerous invasion, found much more effective 
remedies. He opened the dykes, overflowed the 
country, and put the otherwise victorious enemy to 
flight. 

The same element, but in a very different man- 
ner, can be used for the discomfiture of any re- 
bellious community on the lower Mississippi. “ The 
Father of Waters has already volunteered on several 
oceasions to teach this lesson. The fact that the bed 
of the river is at considerable elevation above the 
surrounding country is well ’known. The terrible 
effects of a crevasse have been repeatedly witnessed. 
All the lower country, if aggression is made upon 
‘ northwestern rights,’ can be subdued by the work 
of a single night. We say this in no threatenin 
mood; but violence, meddlesome interference wi 
legitimate river business, any sort of injury or abuse 
to our vessels, their coger their crews, or their 
lading, will inevitably lead to hostilities, and when 
these actually come, the most effectual methods of 
‘conquering a peace’ will be adopted. 

We regret much to see the spirit of alienation and 
fanaticism which — now to be in the ascendant 
at New Orleans. ye should regret still more if the 
day ever comes when in defence of our rights— 
ticularly that of the free navigation of the Missis- 
sippi, obtained by an outlay of millions of dollars— 
New Orleans and Cincinnati should be parties, on 
opposite sides, to actual war. But we say distinctly, 
that the mouth of the Mississippi shall not pass into 
the hands of a foreign power, or our trade and in- 
tercourse up and down that river be left at the 
mercy of a mere freaty, until after a and des- 

‘rate struggle, in which the Northwest have 
en vanquished, And this last result we do not 
seriously srereuent. We are di to think, 
rather, that New Orleans would first find itself sub- 
merged in another Dead Sea, should it 
provoke and mee A gen in a warfare like that. 

We suspect that southern malcontents are far 
less ignorant of the material strength of the States 
of the Northwest, than of the spirit which has been 
excited among our e by constant menaces and 
by recent events, ere is no division of sentiment 





in this section The madcap disunionists are known 
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